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Our changing world and how we can respond in our own backyard
In the 2016-17 fiscal year the LMGC turned its focus to what we can do in our own backyard to
respond to the challenges of our changing world. We were introduced to the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (MNRRA), a national park that runs through the Twin Cities Metropolitan area, whose programs are providing opportunities for underprivileged kids to experience the outdoors. We learned the hows and whys behind the design of our Depot Pollinator Garden and how we can introduce natives into our own gardens, received a lesson in how to prune our trees and shrubs to protect our natural environment, and found out how our changing regional food system is effecting our local farmers’ markets. As the holidays approached, we were inspired by a wreath making workshop and the beautiful arrangements of Arts and Flowers using plant material grown globally and locally. In the spring we heard about seed saving efforts taking place both around the world and at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. In May we celebrated our newly merged Garden History & Design and Visiting Gardens Committee with a visit from our zone reps who showed us how visiting and documenting gardens can be easier and more fun. Finally, we closed the year with our annual meeting at the beautiful home of Mitzi Magid. 

Other Highlights
In anticipation of our Club going paperless one day soon, we also began a two-year strategic
plan to improve our communications systems. This year we identified website best practices of
other GCA clubs and met with a website consultant for further assessment and recommendations.  Look soon for changes in our website including an online calendar, new way of listing our directory and fewer tabs. The improvements will continue through the next fiscal year. Thank you to our Vice President Mimi Keating for chairing this effort and Nancy Guldberg for lending her expertise.

Under the leadership of Elizabeth Winton and Melissa Johnson, we submitted a Founders Fund
proposal to support a garden-based curriculum at the new Tashjian Bee and Pollinator iscovery
Center that would be taught and distributed through a statewide master gardener network. We did not make the final cut but were invited to resubmit in 2017 which we are in the process of doing as I write.

This year we decided to make five $1,000 gifts to the following deserving programs:
· Minnesota Landscape Arboretum: our partner of 59 years.
· Marla Spivak: for her world- renowned Bee research at the U of MN St Paul Campus.
· The Minnesota State Horticulture Society: celebrating its 150th year.
· Eloise Butler Wildlife Garden: the oldest wildflower garden in the country. Ours was the first contribution to Phase II of its award-winning boardwalk designed by landscape architect Jim Robin.
· Minnesota National River and Recreation Area (MNRRA) in support of its programs for underserved kids.

Membership
It is with great pleasure that I introduce the following new members to our club: Heather Haeg,
Wendy Lee, Dustin McGregor, Meredith Howell, Christine Bergman, Michele Mitchell, and Caroline Rather Park.

Seven members have regretfully resigned: Nancy Bergerson, who was an active member for
28 years, Martha McLaughlin, Mary Wilkins Peterson, Judy Pierpont, Marsha Carlson, Joanne
Case Patterson, and Adaline Shinkle. Thank you for sharing your time and talents with The Lake
Minnetonka Garden Club.

We are also deeply saddened by the loss of Terry Butler.

At this year’s LMGC annual meeting, two outstanding members will receive GCA awards:
· GCA Club Appreciation Award – Kitty Petit
· GCA Club Horticulture Award – Nancy Guldberg
We are also honored to present Gerald Erickson with the GCA Club Conservation Commendation for his dedicated stewardship of native plant communities and protection of the Woodland marsh.

A special thank you to the LMGC Board for your ideas, enthusiasm and dedicated support that
made for a terrific year.
Mimi Keating, Vice President, for chairing the website project and representing our club at
the Baltimore GCA Annual Meeting.
Ann Baasen, Recording Secretary, for cheerfully serving an extra year and for her consistently
concise and thorough minutes.
Kitty Petit, Treasurer, who completed her 4th year as treasurer, never missing a beat (or a
number) and always ready to lend support.
Elise Kingman, Corresponding Secretary & Club Administrator, for keeping our directory
and correspondence up to date and producing our yearbook with great efficiency and great
patience.
Elizabeth Winton, Awards, for doing double duty providing leadership to the Founders Fund
proposal as well as managing club awards.
Barbara Burgum/Nancy Guldberg: Community Projects and Depot Garden, for their
tireless energy and creativity in managing the Pollinator Garden, including starting a garden blog, creating a facebook page not to mention the native plant seed bomb experiment.
Mimi Rae, Flower Show, for planning a lovely holiday program for our club last fall and
working on centerpieces for the June annual meeting with two new club members.
Emily Johnson: Garden History and Design and Visiting Gardens, for taking charge of
this newly merged GH&D and Visiting Gardens Committee and documenting Barbara Burgum’s
beautiful garden with assistant, Tori Gagne.
Mary Upjohn, Historian, for keeping a watch over our archives, organizing volunteers and
making sure that the 2016 GCA Annual Meeting archives will be well preserved in our Club’s
history.
Mary Morrison, Horticulture, for keeping our horticulture standards high including attending
the Shirley Meneice conference in Brooklyn and orchestrating the annual Partners for Plants Garlic Mustard Pull.
Pam Ulvestad, Membership, Nominating and By-Laws, for her energy and perseverance
that has resulted in an exciting group of Assistants for next year’s board and a fabulous new class of Actives.
Andria Fullerton, Photography, for keeping the Blooming Exposures program engaged in its
3rd year. Many of the participants are now entering competitions around the country.
Sharon Hawkins and Cindy Page, Fall Bulb Sale, for experimenting with a new bulb
inventory and surpassing their fundraising goal by 20%.
Libby Andrus, Conservation & NAL, for her passion and knowledge of conservation issues
national and local and conscientious sharing of important information for our Club members. Her report on this year’s legislative meetings was exceptional.
Sam Muldoon, Scholarship, who once again attracted two outstanding scholarship recipients,
one a graduate student and the other an undergraduate, from a large pool of highly qualified
applicants.
Mitzi Magid, Program, for her energy, creativity and attention to detail that provided a rich
and fun menu of programs this year.
Holly Adams, Public Relations, for great publicity both in the Bulletin and our local Sun Sailor.
Muffy Macmillan, Ways and Means, for generously hosting a very successful 2nd Harvest
fundraising event last fall in her home assisted by Laura Inglis.
Mary Aamoth, Associate member, for her imagination, energy and so many ideas that she
had to sign up for another year as Associate member.

I hope all of our members have enjoyed this year as much as I have and value what you have
learned from not only our programs but the friendship and love of learning that GCA promotes
among its membership. With appreciation and looking forward to another great year,
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Coward
